
Appendix B 
 

The Announcement Letter 
 
My name is Colin Barnes and I am a doctoral student from the University of Alabama and will 
be working with Dr. Matthew Curtner-Smith, professor in the Department of Kinesiology at the 
University of Alabama.  We are doing a study to learn more about the effectiveness of a 
coaching education course in youth soccer that you will be attending.  We would like you to be 
involved in the study. 
 
If you agree to participate, you will be asked to: 
 

1. Be video and audio recorded during three training sessions and three games prior to the 
coaching course. 

2. Be formally interviewed for 45 minutes prior to the coaching course. 
3. Be observed during the four-hour coaching course. 
4. Be formally interviewed for 45 minutes after to the coaching course. 
5. Be video and audio recorded during three training sessions and three games after to the 

coaching course. 
 
I want to make it perfectly clear that there may be no direct benefits to you and that your 
participation is completely voluntary.  Your decision to participate or not to participate in the 
study has no bearing on your relationships with researchers at the University of Alabama, the 
United States Soccer Federation, or your state soccer association.  There are no known risks to 
you by participating in the study.  If you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw your 
consent and discontinue participation at any time without penalty. 
 
The research data collected may be published in a professional journal or presented at a 
professional meeting.  In any case, your confidentiality will be preserved by not identifying your 
soccer club and not using your real name. 
 
If you agree to participate, I will provide you with the appropriate consent forms, which gives 
you more specific information about the study and your rights as a participant. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 

 
 
Colin Barnes 
Department of Kinesiology, University of Alabama 


